ANT 316    Exploring World Cultures:

The Immigrant Experience

Spring 2012     Mon. & Wed. 2:00–3:15     LH 104
Dr. Bill Alexander, Assistant Professor
Office hours: Mon. & Wed. 12:30—1:30; Tues & Thurs 11:00—12:00 and by appointment 
Office: SB 100 F (inside archaeology lab)  

962-2227 

alexanderw@uncw.edu

http://people.uncw.edu/alexanderw/
Exploring World Cultures is a cultural anthropology course at UNCW designed to teach students about research methods of ethnography (“writing about a people”) while surveying a specific topic or culture area. This semester’s focus is “The Immigrant Experience.” We will read and discuss four recent cutting edge ethnographies that tell personal stories of migration in a variety of global settings. We will examine the many factors (economic, political, social, environmental) that prompt flows of people from one part of the world to another. We will consider ethical questions, humanitarian issues, and public policy debates surrounding immigration and resettlement as we read about particular challenges faced by refugees fleeing persecution, people displaced by natural disasters and wars, and those in search of economic opportunity and a way out of poverty. 
Using a comparative approach, the course offers a critique of these books in terms of both content and style. Along the way you will develop a discerning eye toward anthropological writing as critical questions are raised about the collection and analysis of data and how cultural images and information are presented in the writings of cultural anthropologists actively engaged in the lives of immigrants and in the social context of the immigration.
Required Books  
Ruth Gomberg-Muñoz
Labor and Legality: An Ethnography of a Mexican Immigrant Network (Oxford University Press, 2011)
Shahram Khosravi
“Illegal” Traveller: An Auto-Ethnography of Borders  (Palgrave, 2010)
Johan Lindquist


The Anxieties of Mobility: Migration and Tourism in the Indonesia Borderlands  
(University of Hawaii Pres, 2008)
Patricia Foxen


In Search of Providence: Transnational Mayan Identities 


(Vanderbilt University Press, 2008)
Grading and Requirements 



Grade scale
Exam 1, Feb. 8


20%


92 – 100  A

72 – 77  C    
Exam 2, March 5


20%


90 – 91    A-

70 – 71  C-  
Final Essay, Apr 30


30%


88 – 89    B+    
68 – 69  D+     
Group Presentation


20%


82 – 87    B    
62 – 67  D    
Attendance & Participation

10%


80 – 81    B-      
60 – 61  D-  
 







78 – 79    C+     
  0 – 59   F    
The two exams are in-class and will consist of a variety of objective questions, including true/false, multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, and short answer questions. Exams will be based on lectures, class discussions, and the assigned book. Exam 2 will not be comprehensive. It will only cover material since the previous exam. 
The final exam is a take-home essay (8 – 10 pages) and will consist of one question selected by you from a choice of several. Your essay will cover all four ethnographies, integrating ideas from each. You will have two weeks to complete it. It is due on our last class meeting.
For each ethnography, a group of several students will spend two class meetings presenting information from the book and leading our class discussion. Each student is required to participate in one group. Start thinking about forming a group and which book you’d like to do. Groups will be assigned early in the semester. You will receive group presentation guidelines.
You are required to be an active participant. Attending class and taking part in discussion is expected and is part of your final grade. Arrive on time and don’t leave early. Tardies and early departures will be counted as absences. Use of cell phones is not allowed during class. Turn them off and put them away before you enter. Web surfing, texting, messaging, etc. during class is prohibited. If you are observed online during class you will not be given credit for attendance and/or be asked to leave. 

It is extremely important that you finish reading each book by the time it is discussed in class. Presentations and lectures will clarify the texts, but you will have difficulty if you haven’t kept up with the reading. You are expected to demonstrate your familiarity with the ethnography through comments and questions when other students or Dr. Alexander is presenting information from the books. Taking good notes is also necessary as Dr. Alexander will often present material not in the books. You are encouraged to visit him during office hours whenever you feel the need. If you can’t come during office hours, an appointment can be set. 
Academic dishonesty, cheating, and plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated and will result in a failing grade (or worse) Familiarize yourself with the university’s academic honor code:

http://www.uncw.edu/fac_handbook/responsibilities/teaching/honor_code_print.htm

and the University Learning Center’s definition of and tips to avoid plagiarism:

http://www.uncw.edu/stuaff/uls/Writing-plagiarism.htm

Learning Goals

Upon completion of this course you will: 

· understand the multiple “push” factors (economic, political, social, environmental)
and “pull” factors (opportunity, asylum, cultural history of migration)  that spur          
large-scale movements of people around the world
- recognize all of the important issues and various stakeholders and their positions          involved in public policy debates about immigration and resettlement

-  be able to identify the many different research methods, writing styles and strategies 
of cultural representation contemporary ethnographers

-  have sharpened your critical thinking skills for evaluating through comparative 

analysis books written by cultural 
anthropologists
Schedule: Readings & Important Dates 

Wed. 1/18
begin reading Labor and Legality by Ruth Gomberg-Muñoz
     
Wed. 2/1
Group 1 class presentation of Labor and Legality 


Mon. 2/6  
Group 1 class presentation of Labor and Legality (contin.)
          Wed. 2/8
EXAM 1 

Mon. 2/13
begin reading ‘Illegal Traveller’ by Shahram Khosravi

Mon. 2/27
Group 2 class presentation of ‘Illegal Traveller’

Wed. 2/29 
Group 2 class presentation of ‘Illegal Traveller’  (contin.)

Mon. 3/5
EXAM 2


Wed. 3/7
begin reading The Anxieties of Mobility  by Johan Lindquist
SPRING BREAK, no class meeting 3/12 & 3/14

Mon. 4/2
Group 3 class presentation of The Anxieties of Mobility

Wed. 4/4
Group 3 class presentation of The Anxieties of Mobility (contin.)
 
Mon. 4/9  
begin reading In Search of Providence  by Patricia Foxen

Mon. 4/16  
Final Essay instructions handed out in class


Mon. 4/23
Group 4 class presentation of In Search of Providence

Wed. 4/25
Group 4 class presentation of In Search of Providence (contin.)

Mon. 4/30 
 Last class meeting. Turn in your final essay in class. 
